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with a nearby nuclear reactor &r rexarch and 
production of radioisotopes. 

Slate, DOE, NRC All In h r  of Change 

About 100 people attended an Oak Ridge discussion 
hosted March 26 ty DOE and NRC. "fk are a willing 
participant," asserted DOE'S Ed Cumesry. who crrersees 
activities at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. One of tbe 
pemived benefits of external regulation would be an 
increase in public trust of DOE'S operations, (=umesty 
predicted. John Austin of NkC explained a team Will 
assess the radiation protection program at the DOE 
laboratory in Oak Ridge and closely inspect the nuclear- 
processing facility designated Sor the pilot study. The 
project will compare the DOE reguimments hlfbrccd at 
the Oak Ridge facility with those used at NRC-regulated 
facilities, Austin sald. The study also will look at the 
costs of a regulatory switchover and evaluate "alternative 
regulatory approaches, he said- Inspectors may identify 
weaknesses or potential compliance problems during the 
pilot project at Oak Ridge, but thee will be no enfom- 
ment, the NRC official said. 

Tennessee Could 'hke On 0v-t Role 

If NRC ultimately i s  grantcd regulatory authority at 
DOE Frrcilities. it's possible that oversight of the Oak 
Ridge operations could be turned aver to the state of 
Tennessee, Austin said. That decision wuld be made 
later, he said. The state wants to see DOE'S "exemption" 
from outside regulation taken away, Justin Wilson, 
deputy to Tennessee Gw. Don Sundqulst. wrote in a 
letter to the federal agency. "M do not bclicve this 
exemption is justified," Wdson wrote. The "solution," 
he offenxi, is to regulate DOE Wities just like corn- 
mercial nuclear hcilities. 

The first pifot project on external regulation is near 
completion at Lawrence Berkley. A third project is 
supposed to get started later this year at DOE'S Savan- 
nah River Site in South Caroiina. DOE and NRC may 
conduct up to 10 pilot projects wer  the next couple of 
ycars. officiats said. 4 

ROCKY FLATS INTEREST GROUP CHARGES 
ACTINIDE MlGRATtON PANEL WITH BIAS 
Wunts Papular Soil Scienrisz Filed in '96, 
Brought Back to Finish Work on Pu Migration 

The Rocky Mauntain Peace and Justice Center is charg- 
ing that the panel Kaiser-Hill put in place lo study 
migration of plutonium through &Icy Flats' soil is 

8 
- 

&y Garapfbmisod w two members' allegiance to 
~ \ a m w  Natianal Laboratory and wants a soil 

who lcwt bis job during the transition to the new 
-=cor in 1995 bm&t back to pruvide mOrc bal- 
d research, The g m p  implies that the scientist, Iggy 
E-. WBS not rthired when Kaiser-Hill took over tho 
a n s t  from E G m  beceurse his research concluded that 
there uas significant n#)vemenl of plutonium through the 

Q- a s p a  I995 stonn-information that refutcd 
mm prior Isearch. However, Kaiser-Hili spokes- - Jmnikr Thompson discounts theses charges sq- 

hg. rtrat 'whcn Kaiser-Hill took uver the site, [therc 
a major w~rlrfipzce reduction. Isgy was just one of 

1,700 ,xoplc who didn't continue work. His separation 
didn't lm anything to do with UX content d his 
d." 
mjk Tliompson mdntairts that the Actinide Migration 
-1 h i d  to f0UW up on Litaor's "valuablc 
m&,' [lie Race Center's Dr. Leiby Moore charges 
--Hi[/ with "&zlOfhg the importance of Iggy 
uEaOr*c; wings in hopes they'll go away," because they 
a k p s c  the !iamewrk of the suggested accclerated 
dearml, firr "l? "If substantive movement of 
d i a w A i d e s  in t h ~  moll can occur," offcrs Moore, "the 
pmtitiw allowad under the Radionuclidc Soil Action 
m b  eciopted by the Department of Energy, Ole state 
of &1<uado, and the Environmental Protection Agency 

g d y  nxiuced. It is essential to ]cam the rn 
a b t  actinide migration. " 

b-0 Considmi Mtion 

M- and Dr. Niels Schonbeck of the Rocky Flats 
~dfi  &lvisory Pam1 bave petitioned Rocky Flats Ops 
M- lesa$ bberson to provide up to $1O,ooO tu 
bring Lbor bSk to Colorado from his native Israel this 
sltmi so he can continue his rwarch ,  becausc, 
~ d i ~  to MOOR, "&y will get back to the physical 
-t of plutonium in soil. while those gUyS [on thc 
paact] ann? even takiag Uieir own soit samples." 

has thus far not responded m two requcsts 
fiwn Mot)n, but Rocky Flats spokesman Pat Ekhart 
w m  ttpre will be a nsponse soon. 

~ I - I  cnlls the Wnbefs of the Actinide Migration 
panel-includitlg Drs. Bruce IIoneym;\n frnin the 
~ l 0 ~ o  School of Mines, k t e r  Santschi of Tern5 
~a, and David Janecky and David Clark of I,os 
A ~ W  National Laboratory-"umrldclass plutoriium 
scientists," and maintains the reason DOE hasn't re- 
spodcd fnster to Moore and Schorrheck's proposal is, 
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"If yw have somethkg already, you don't want to buy 
more of it-" But part of the nason Moore:. schonbcck, 

@ and others want Litaor bmght  back to Colorado to 
camplete his w r k  is the penxption that the -1 is less 
than totally forthright with its hndings. Janecky and 
Clark. in particular, rn thought to be compromised ly 
their allegiance to LAN. 

Honeyman in August 1997 remarked in a public appear- 
ance that he WBS c o w W  that up to90 percent ofthe 
plutonium in Rocky Flats soil was chemically in organic 
form and thus susceptible to tnulsport. ' b o  months 
later, Honeyman spoke again, and according to Moon. 
o f f e d  "a totally different. more orthodox picture-one 
of plutonium's relative stability in the soil." 

DOE hmoted Litclor's Early EWings 

&re the stormy spring of lWS--deSCribed as a once- 
in- 1Oo-years wet Season-Lhor frequently published that 
the supposed movement of RDcky Flats' Southeast Plume 
tawafd the Greater Denver metropolitan area wss mythi- 
cal and that plutonium, once deposited in the soil, 
remains more or less immobile. "DOE was so happy 
with my reporting about the spatial extent ofplutaniurn, 
they organized a media blitz in which I appeared in a 
few local p a p  telling the pubiic the good news," 0 Litaor told WC Monitor- But when his monitoring of 
plutonium in soil began producing different results, 
Litaor added, DOE'S promotion of his findings taped 
off. On May 17, 1995, Litaor's team 
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DOE FIGHTS ORDER DIRECTING 
SULLIVAN TO APPEAR AT WCS HEARING 

TIE hputuml of Energy is arguing tllat the Justia 
Ikprtumt-not DOE General Counsel nominee Maq 
Anne Sullivap-should appear at a Weral court hearin4 
0x1 Mste conaoi Specialists' (WCS) motion requestin! 
mother preliminary injunction U, stop DOE fron 
shipping L.LRW or mixed waste to Envirocan: under (hc 
Army Corps of Engineers contract. That hearing wid: 

scheduled Bor Msvch 30 but has been pushed back to 81 

uwhrmhd  dale. In a motion for reconsideration filer 
March 19 with the U.S. District Court in Dallas. DO1 
maintains that "full settlement authority mer the claim 
asserted ly m] does not lie with DOE or any of i t  
officials. Rather, sealement authority rests with tlv 
Department of Justice." Fbderal Judge Joe Kendall. whc 
issued the initial injunction against DOE shipnrents 
ordered Sullivan to appear at the hearing on behalf of thc 
department- 

A DOE 05cM told h p o m  C o q l e r  Monitor that th 
mrt was "mistaken" in ordering Sullivan to appear 2 
& hearing, q l&ning  that she "is a line lawyer, In 
just a lawyer.' DOE requests that "If the wurt denit 
rcconsidexatioo, dcfiendants further request a 3043 
po?itpnemmt af the...hearing insoh as it relates t 
senlenrnt wgotiations in ordct to allow the gavernmct 
ddkXbllt~ to consider seeking appellate review of t h  
amrt's order and to alluw the court of appeals adequal 
time within which to rule on any such request, 'I 4 

observed surface flow that surprised us bccause 
we had done many experiments that " s h d "  
the likelihood of such an went is extremely 
small. We reported it promptly to our tnmgers 
in EG&G .... I was ufiaware of the Kaiser-Hill 
storm that was coming. To be honest, given the 
high profile of my w r k ,  1 w sum we would 
ride the Kaiser-Hill takewer. M o m r .  Jessie 
Robeson, who at that time was heading the 
DOE Environmental Division at Rocky Flats, 
had praised my work at a h d  meeting and 
asked for more.... When Kaiser-Hill took 
aver ...they wre told by quite a few people that 
my w r k  ought to be continued perhaps at a 
r e d u d  scale. I was prepring my team of six 
graduate students [from the University of C o b  
rado] and four or five Whnicians that we might 
need co reduce the scope of the work. On June 
20, 1995, we wen all given letters of dismiss- 
al. + 

... AND THE ENVIROCARE-WSC 
WAR DRAFlS ANOTHER SOLIDER 

k m r  Ohio Congressman Dennis Eckarr. now wil 
%shhgton. DE., law firm Aner & Hadden, whic 
rcprwents Ehviirocare, has joined thc battle to fig' 
Mste Control Specialists' proposal to operate a was 
disposal facdity in T m  without obtaining a state ( 

Nuclear Rtgulatory Commission license. On April : 
Ecknrt iS loofrins to "convene intcrested parties" who a 
intent on getthg the b l e d  court to l if t  the injunctic 
prohibiting DOE from signing any contracts to ;rcce 
waste without considering bids from WCS. 4 
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